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Synopsis

Revolutionizing Motherhood examines one of the most astonishing human rights movements of
recent years. During the Argentine junta’s Dirty War against subversives, as tens of thousands were
abducted, tortured, and disappeared, a group of women forged the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo
and changed Argentine politics forever. The Mothers began in the 1970s as an informal group of
working-class housewives making the rounds of prisons and military barracks in search of their
disappeared children. As they realized that both state and church officials were conspiring to
withhold information, they started to protest, claiming the administrative center of Argentina the
Plaza de Mayo for their center stage. In this volume, Marguerite G. Bouvard traces the history of the
Mothers and examines how they have transformed maternity from a passive, domestic role to one of
public strength. Bouvard also gives a detailed history of contemporary Argentina, including the
military’s debacle in the Falklands, the fall of the junta, and the efforts of subsequent governments
to reach an accord with the Mothers. Finally, she examines their current agenda and their continuing

struggle to bring the murderers of their children to justice.
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Customer Reviews

This is an academic look at the organization of middle-aged Argentine mothers that began in the
wake of widespread political and state sponsored terrorism in the period of 1976-1982, more
commonly called the Dirty War. It began as a network of mothers who met while trying in vain to

search for their children who had been "disappeared’ by the government and grew into an



internationally recognized and admired group committed to changing the structure of the Argentine
political system from the bottom up. This book focuses on the journey of these women from
traditional housewives, many with no formal education, confined to the private sphere of home and
family, to a highly politicized, ever present and very out spoken activist organization. They have
taken the traditional role of ‘'mother’ and used it to their advantage to bring to light the atrocities
committed by the military junta against their children. As the title suggests, their organization has
revolutionized the concept of motherhood by taking the concerns and duties of mothers out of the
private sphere into the public and even international political arena. This book is an interesting
documentation of the group and includes interviews with many members as well as commentary
from many Argentine and international publications about the Mothers. It discusses their activities
from the group’s conception during the Dirty War through the transition to democracy as well as
their continuing struggle in Argentine political life today. The book also documents the enormous
obstacles they faced and continue to face economically, socially, and within their own families as

well as their political struggles.
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